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KENORA DISTRICT MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION

SUBJECT: Temporary Foreign Worker Program

SUBMITTED BY: Kenora District Municipal Association (From the Floor)

YEAR: 2025
BACKGROUND:
Many businesses in the Kenora District rely on the Temporary Foreign Worker Program to meet their labour needs.  The Temporary Foreign Worker (TFW) Program allows Canadian employers to hire foreign workers to fill temporary jobs when qualified Canadians are not available.
This program is regulated through the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and the Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations and is administered in partnership with Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) and the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA).
The Federal Government made changes to this program creating a cap on the proportion of low-wage positions that employers can fill with foreign workers, currently at 10%, with exceptions for healthcare, construction, and food processing sectors which can maintain a 20% cap.  
RECOMMENDATION:
NOW THEREFORE MAY IT BE RESOLVED THAT the Kenora District Municipal Association formally requests that the Government of Canada creates an exception under the Temporary Foreign Workers Program for small and rural communities where the number of jobs are higher than the number of workers available. 
COMMITTEE ACTION: Moved with concurrence.                                    
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